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From: Mary Lee Johns <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 5:14 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Mary Lee Johns  

lesselsb@gmail.com  

18027 Longcliffe Dr  

Houston, Texas 77084 
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From: Pamela Evans <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 5:15 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Pamela Evans  

gardenqueen@gmail.com  

PO Box 644, Address (Cont )  

Kemp, Texas 75143 
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From: KayLynn Lyon <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 5:16 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

KayLynn Lyon  

kaylynnlyon@yahoo.com  

110 Coyote Trail  

Georgetown, Texas 78633 
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From: James Klein <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 5:17 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

This, like numerous other issues (climate change, gun safety, immigration reform, prison 

reform, education reform, short-term lending regulation, healthcare reform, banking 

regulation, opioid regulation) remains a vexing problem primarily due to corporations' ability to 

curry favor with elected officials. The corrupting influence of money in our political system is 

undermining our democratic traditions and discouraging Americans from voting and/or 

running for office. This ominous development may well end our experiment in representative 

democracy unless we alter this decades-long trend. For the sake of the republic, we must 

amend the US Constitution to state that corporations are not people (and do not have 

constitutional rights) and money is not speech (and thus can be regulated by state and/or 

federal campaign finance laws). Short of accomplishing this, no other reform of significance 
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will be achieved. The moneyed interests will turn any reform to their benefit, often at the 

expense of the nation as a whole 

James Klein  

jeklein64@yahoo.com  

3501 Monterrey St  

Corpus Christi, Texas 78411 
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From: Peggy Cope <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 5:18 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Peggy Cope  

peggycope@gmail.com  

10306 Morado Cove, Apt 265  

Austin , Texas 78759 
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From: Elliot Mason <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 5:21 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Elliot Mason  

gamingaddict09@gmail.com 

Austin, Texas 78727 
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From: Irene Smith <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 5:21 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Irene Smith  

irenesmitharch@gmail.com  

3606 DeCordova Ranch Rd.  

Granbury, Texas 76049 
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From: Jaen Lawrence <jaenl@andell.com>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 5:23 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Jaen Lawrence  

jaenl@andell.com  

6144 Preston Creek Dr  

Dallas, Texas 75240 

 

  

 

 



1

From: Suzanne Teshera <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 5:24 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Suzanne Teshera  

teshera@yahoo.com  

100 Misti Lane  

Driftwood, Texas 78619 
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From: Frank Blake <frankblake@juno.com>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 5:25 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Frank Blake  

frankblake@juno.com  

1010 Peden St  

Houston, Texas 77006 
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From: Dallas Windham <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 5:25 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Dallas Windham  

medic4059@yahoo.com  

2101 S Hill Dr  

Irving , Texas 75038 
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From: Pamela Miller <pamz@pamelazmiller.com>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 5:25 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Pamela Miller  

pamz@pamelazmiller.com  

6230 Thomas Court  

Tolar, Texas 76476 
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From: Reba Collins <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 5:26 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 
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email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Reba Collins  

rcollins20@verizon.net  

5010 Drawbridge Lane  

Garland, Texas 75044 
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From: Alaina Dunn <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 5:28 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Alaina Dunn  

alidunn528@gmail.com  

2449 Whispering Pines Dr  

Fort Worth, Texas 76177 
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From: Marianne Lanphier <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 5:29 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Marianne Lanphier  

marianne.lanphier@yahoo.com  

903 South Weatherred Driv  

Richardson, Texas 75080 
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From: Marc Lionetti <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 5:32 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Marc Lionetti  

theface514@gmail.com  

2200 Dickson Drive,  

Austin, Texas 78704 
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From: Dorothy Buechel <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 5:32 PM
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Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Dorothy Buechel  

dorothybyahoo@yahoo.com  

6947 Currin Drive  

Dallas, Texas 75230 
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From: Michael DelGiudice <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 5:32 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Michael DelGiudice  

mdelgiudice7@gmail.com  

2105 PINDOS PONY WAY  

Georgetown, Texas 78626 
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From: Linda Guy <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 5:33 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 
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email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Linda Guy  

lindaguy3@gmail.com  

804 Spofford St  

Austin, Texas 78704 
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From: David Todd <dtodd@wt.org>
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To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. My family in fact was without power for 85 hours. Many of 

my neighbors suffered very costly damage to their homes from the cold, and one close, 

elderly neighbor had to be taken by ambulance to a warming center for fear of freezing to 

death. 

A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission and the North 

American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that natural gas fuel supply issues 

were the second largest cause of outages and derates at electric generators, other than 

electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 
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criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 

Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

David Todd  

dtodd@wt.org  

1304 Mariposa Drive  

Austin, Texas 78704 
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From: Kevin West <jug@utexas.edu>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 5:35 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule
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attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Kevin West  

jug@utexas.edu  

1548 Stubbs St  

Amarillo, Texas 79106 
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From: Catherine Croom <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 5:35 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Catherine Croom  

catbc123@gmail.com  

30412 Heimer Cv  

Bulverde, Texas 78163-4594 
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From: Russell Tankersley <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 5:38 PM
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Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Russell Tankersley  

therkt5@aol.com  

8305 Walnut Hill Lane, Suite 230  

Dallas, Texas 75231 
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From: Angeline Aloysius <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
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To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Angeline Aloysius  

angeline.aloysius@gmail.com  

104 Admiral Nimitz Ct  

Georgetown, Texas 78628 
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From: James Sliger <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
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To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 



2

Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

James Sliger  

csliger47@hotmail.com  

9839 Bestin Ln  

Houston, Texas 77065 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Prudencio Aguilar  

paguilar_52@yahoo.com  

128 Woodland Drive  

Burleson, Texas 76028 

 

  

 

 



1

From: Kambra Allen <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 5:39 PM

To: Rules Coordinator
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Kambra Allen  

kallenpe@yahoo.com 

Austin , Texas 78749 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefore need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Darren Huff  

efficientfrontier@hotmail.com 

Round Rock, Texas 78681 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Jan Suche  

jansuche@aol.com  

1215 Viewridge  

San Antonio, Texas 78213-3128 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Emma McKenzie  

emmalouisewise@yahoo.com  

1010 Lone Man Mountain Rd  

Wimberley, Texas 78676 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Patsy Goss  

patsygoss@hotmail.com  

308 N McKinney  

Ennis, Texas 75119 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Angela Lawrence  

alawrence_angel@yahoo.com  

10839 Brittan Leaf Ln.  

Houston, Texas 77034 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. The Party that protects is the Party that has my vote. 

Lin Willett  

lin.willett@gmail.com  

1405 RIDER CIR  

GRAPEVINE, Texas 76051 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Matthew Taylor  

matthew.taylor1999@gmail.com  

1710 Overlook Dr.  

Grapevine, Texas 76051 
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From: Jessica Ohrel <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 5:48 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 



2

Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Jessica Ohrel  

jesscreach@yahoo.com  

7832 Aria Loop  

Austin, Texas 78736 
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From: Andrew Lyall <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 5:48 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 



2

Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Andrew Lyall  

alyall1102@gmail.com  

3873 Bentwood Lane  

Corpus Christi, Texas 78415 

 

  

 

 



1

From: Wayne Stalsworth <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 5:54 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Wayne Stalsworth  

wstal104@gmail.com  

147 Kickapoo Trail  

Seguin, Texas 78155 
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From: April Carne <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 5:54 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

April Carne  

AprilC8702@gmail.com  

1708 River Birch Dr  

Flower Mound, Texas 75028 
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From: Joanna Vaughn <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 5:58 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. PLEASE don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Joanna Vaughn  

joannaredfield@gmail.com 

Austin, Texas 78702 
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From: Becky Wharton <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 6:02 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 
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email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Railroad Commission of Texas , 

Get this Done. I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 

(new rule and amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Becky Wharton  

earth_madre@hotmail.com  

515 Lower Red Rock  

Bastrop, Texas 78602 
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From: Donna Mitchell <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 6:09 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Donna Mitchell  

geniem19@gmail.com  

205 Circle D Ave, PO Box 469  

Fort Davis, Texas 79734 
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From: William WW2 Marsh Jr <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 6:10 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

William WW2 Marsh Jr  

bill.marsh.tx@gmail.com  

210 White Heron Drive, Apt 1008  

Georgetown, Texas 78628 
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From: Mark Vozar <msvoze@sbcglobal.net>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 6:11 PM
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Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Mark Vozar  

msvoze@sbcglobal.net  

1220 Oakgrove Lane  

Bedford, Texas 76021 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Scott Swanson  

sylvansongs@me.com  

1210 Bickler Rd  

Austin, Texas 78704 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Rolf Friis  

rristrue4u@yahoo.com  

426 Camp St.  

Louisville, Kentucky 40203 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Ed Fiedler  

sparkplug2525@gmail.com  

11505 June Dr  

Austin , Texas 78753 

 

  

 

 



1

From: Michael Kavanaugh <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 6:17 PM

To: Rules Coordinator
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Michael Kavanaugh  

kavanaugh.mike@gmail.com  

105 Wilkins Dr  

Conroe, Texas 77301 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

The proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 is insufficient (i.e. rule and amendment per 

SB 3 and HB 3648).  

Winter Storm Uri caused massive outages, hundreds of deaths and damages of more than 

$250 billion - making it the costliest natural disaster in Texas history. The North American 

Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that natural gas fuel supply issues were the 

second largest cause of outages other than electric generator freezing issues. 

Proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking still leave Texans vulnerable. First, the rule draft 

would allow any operator to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The 

rule does not specify any criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an 

exception. This is extremely important, because facilities that are not designated as critical 

infrastructure will not be required to comply with future weatherization rules. 

Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

Do not make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 
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Roger Ingersoll  

roger_ingersoll@yahoo.com  

66 W. Canyon Wren Circle  

The Woodlands, Texas 77389 

 

  

 

 



1

From: Bev Gavenda <gavenda06@sbcglobal.net>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 6:23 PM

To: Rules Coordinator
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Bev Gavenda  

gavenda06@sbcglobal.net 

Austin, Texas 78758 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Paresh Patel  

tnpatel@getesquared.org  

22210 Claysprings Lane  

Katy, Texas 77450 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Ellen Martinez  

ellenm23@me.com  

437 Avalon Ln  

Coppell, Texas 75019 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Judy Landress  

jlandr2000@gmail.com  

PO Box 1015  

Ozona, Texas 76943-1015 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

We ALL need to work together in order to protect OUR Environment. The time to act is 

NOW!!! 

Tracey Bonner  

tlb8@yahoo.com  

1707 Castle Rd  

Arlington, Texas 76014 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

Please take immediate action on this. I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 

TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Shawn Troxell  

sbrown3348@yahoo.com  

487 Dallas Street  

New Braunfels, Texas 78130 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

Texas of all states should be able to keep the power on. It is getting to the point that Texans 

have to claim to be from somewhere else to avoid the embarrassment of trying to explain how 

all those Yankee states can do it but we can’t. This must never happen again. Fix it for good.  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 
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important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 

Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Carolyn Stonecipher  

stoneciphercarol@aol.com 

Beaumont, Texas 77713 

 

  

 

 



1

From: Dave Smith <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Dave Smith  

dave.addison.smith@gmail.com  

812 Arlington St  

Houston, Texas 77007 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Janell Jenkins  

janelljenkins@gmail.com  

1913 Ridgecrest Dr  

Garland, Texas 75042 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Sonja Ryberg  

violalx@yahoo.com  

2410 Bluffview Ct  

Arlington , Texas 76011 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Sherry Edwards Andresen  

sherry_andresen@yahoo.com  

1022 Flagmore Dr.  

Katy, Texas 77450 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefore need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Brian Richardson  

macquetzal@mac.com  

16055 hidden acres  

Houston, Texas 77084 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistake again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Sandra Woodall  

lswoodall@gmail.com  

118 Hermine Blvd.  

San Antonio, Texas 78212 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Lisa Zarafonetis  

lisazarafonetis@yahoo.com 

Dallas , Texas 75214 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the RRC to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Anne Miller  

aesmiller@sbcglobal.net  

4404 Bellvue Ave  

Austin, Texas 78756-3419 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Sandra Lynn  

cresorchid@gmail.com  

100 Commons Rd., Suite 7-185  

Dripping Springs, Texas 78620 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

CS Symington  

sonbyrd@yahoo.com  

809 e ave a  

Alpine, Texas 79830 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Laura Vera  

vera.ranch@gmail.com  

2731 Mary Lane, 2731 Mary Lane  

Dickinson, Texas 77539 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Don Gentz  

dongentz@yahoo.com  

700 Island Retreat Ct, # 57  

Port Aransas, Texas 78373 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Kristin Kokal  

kristin.kokal@gmail.com  

1724 Brazo Cir  

Harlingen, Texas 78552 
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Robert McAlister  

remc9411@gmail.com  

3406 Charleston Drive  

Richardson, Texas 75082 
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From: Patricia Vaughan <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 7:46 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Patricia Vaughan  

dyanevaughan@gmail.com  

129 Loyd st  

Yantis, Texas 75497 
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From: Heiko Stang <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 7:48 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Heiko Stang  

HeikoStang@hotmail.com 

Wimberley, Texas 78676 
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From: Elida Rodriguez <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 7:52 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Elida Rodriguez  

elida7154@hotmail.com  

211 Honeycomb Circle  

Driftwood, Texas 78619 
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From: German Ibanez <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 7:54 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

German Ibanez  

germanibanez@hotmail.com  

8122 N. Circle Dr.  

Houston, Texas 77071 
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From: Mary Cato <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 7:59 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Mary Cato  

mary.e.cato@gmail.com 

Arlington, Texas 76012 
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From: Cheryl Carney <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
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Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Cheryl Carney  

carneyc86@hotmail.com  

1124 W Gramercy Place  

San Antonio, Texas 78201 
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From: Margaret Duran <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
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Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Margaret Duran  

pegduran1@gmail.com  

4022 Congressional Drive  

CORPUS CHRISTI, Texas 78413 
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Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Jane Jatinen  

jane.jatinen@gmail.com 

Austin, Texas 78733 
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From: Robert LUDWIG <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
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Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule
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attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Robert LUDWIG  

bob.ludwig1@verizon.net  

11954 Shoal Creek Dr  

Frisco, Texas 75035-5408 
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From: Alyssa Melton <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 8:17 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Alyssa Melton  

alyssaann_2000@yahoo.com  

903 Briarcliff Court  

Arlington, Texas 76012 
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From: Marquita Tanner <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 8:19 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Marquita Tanner  

mdtcctx@aol.com  

3658 Austin St  

Corpus Christi, Texas 78411 
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From: Leslie Richardson <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 8:20 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Leslie Richardson  

lbardolino@aol.com  

387 Covent Drive  

Kyle, Texas 78640 
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From: Dorothy Ruhl <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 8:25 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Dorothy Ruhl  

poet1225@gmail.com  

1811 Forest Hill Drive  

Austin, Texas 78745 
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From: Sandi Hebley <shebley@airmail.net>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 8:31 PM
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Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 



2

Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Sandi Hebley  

shebley@airmail.net 

Dallas, Texas 75230 
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From: Peter Reagel <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 8:33 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Peter Reagel  

preagel@gmail.com  

15719 4th Ave S, Unit 12  

Burien, Washington 98148 
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From: David Morris <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

David Morris  

davidkiblermorris@gmail.com  

2515 Watts St.  

Hoston, Texas 77030 
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Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Patti Barrett  

patti.barrett@gmail.com  

32 Brookmeadow St.  

Woodcreek, Texas 78676-2605 
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From: Robert Richey <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 8:54 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 



2

Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Robert Richey  

rarichey51@gmail.com  

6906 Chinook Dr, 03  

Austin, Texas 78736-1802 
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From: Gerald Edwards <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 8:56 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Gerald Edwards  

EPdatabert@gmail.com  

28110 Indigo Creek Ct  

Fulshear, Texas 77441 
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From: Matthew Harper <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 9:03 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

The massive power outages across Texas caused by the February winter storm led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. DO NOT make the same 

mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are unconnected to the grid, but supply 

electric generators, should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to future 

weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during the winter storm. The Commission should map the natural gas supply chain to 

determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it stands, 

this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Matthew Harper  

llorenth@gmail.com 

Dallas, Texas 75226 
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From: Sharron Stewart <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 9:10 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Sharron Stewart  

sharronlstewart@gmail.com  

PO Box 701  

Lake Jackson, Texas 77566 
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From: Matt Spaethe <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 9:27 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 



2

Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Matt Spaethe  

vcharts@yahoo.com 

Haslet, Texas 76062 
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From: Liz Wally <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 9:36 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am so pleased to have this opportunity to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 

and §3.107 (new rule and amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

The TEXAS FREEZE this February, left me scared of a repeat. It is hard to explain how 

frightening it was for me and I didn't have the terrible experienced so many had - I had 

another home to stay in when I woke up trembling so hard it took my friend a long time to 

warm me up after I drive over at 4 a.m. My power came and went as happened for others and 

I didn't have my pipes burst, but my neighbors did. The fact that it was the whole state and 

that it lasted as long as it did and that it didn't seem those in charge knew what was going on 

still haunts me. 

In the end, the massive power outages across Texas led to hundreds of deaths and 

estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest natural disaster in Texas 

history. Now we know that a preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

I was here during the 2011 winter power outages, too, but wasn't as affected personally. I had 

read that FERC and NERC released a similar report recommending winterization strategies 

for the natural gas supply chain. I assumed the work was done! How did it not get done? Did 
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Perry and Abbott not speak about this? Was the RRC actually doing railroad work instead of 

protecting Texas' energy grid? Obviously no one took the lead or responsibility. 

Gov Abbott is not protecting us nor our businesses and these last few sessions did nothing to 

change that. You know that the proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves us 

vulnerable to more widespread power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. You know 

why and what was left undone. 

I know that Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable.  

Here is an idea that has been proposed and sure makes sense to me.Use a phased 

approach to ensure that all gas facilities that supply fuel to electric generators are required to 

be considered as critical infrastructure and are held accountable to future weatherization 

rules. 

And do NOT make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional.  

Texans expect the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. It's our lives - and yours, too if any of you live here. 

Liz Wally  

elizawally@gmail.com  

5528 Victor St  

Dallas, Texas 75214 
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From: Bernadette Castillo <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 9:36 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Bernadette Castillo  

becastillo91@gmail.com  

9801 Stonelake Blvd, Apt 1126  

Austin, Texas 78759 
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From: Noel Lawrence <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 9:44 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Noel Lawrence  

n.lawrence7@yahoo.com 

Houston, Texas 77034 
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From: Alisa Lewis <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 9:47 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Alisa Lewis  

alisa.livingstone@gmail.com  

6736 Gateridge Dr  

Dallas, Texas 75254 
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From: Dawn Reed <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 9:47 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Dawn Reed  

dawnreed25@gmail.com  

8105 Ganttcrest Dr  

Austin, Texas 78749 
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From: Juan Garcia <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 9:58 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Juan Garcia  

jgarci03@yahoo.com 

El Paso, Texas 79928 
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From: Stephen Holler <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 10:02 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Stephen Holler  

steveholler1@aol.com  

14915 Windlea Ln  

Houston, Texas 77040-1481 
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From: Lilly cortez <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 10:03 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Lilly cortez  

lillycortez02@gmail.com  

7411 Narcissus  

houston, Texas 77012 
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From: Charles Foreman <skiscat@att.net>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 10:05 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Charles Foreman  

skiscat@att.net  

518, Franklin Dr.  

Arlington, Texas 76011 
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From: Maureen Saval <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 10:12 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 
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email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Maureen Saval  

maureensaval@gmail.com  

3603 Lajitas  

Leander, Texas 78641 
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From: Sophia Vassilakidis <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 10:14 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Sophia Vassilakidis  

manglebaby@hotmail.com  

2744 Briarhurst Dr  

Houston, Texas 77057 
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Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule
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attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Susan Brotman  

sbrotmanlaw@gmail.com  

9500 Ramblewood Dr  

Austin, Texas 78748 
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From: Kenneth Ewald <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 10:21 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

It’s past time for Texas to safeguard our critical infrastructure. And when sustainable energy 

becomes sufficient, to shut in all unneeded petroleum and natural gas wells.  

Kenneth Ewald  

kenneth.ewald@outlook.com  

650 Dove Tree Rd.  

Spring Branch , Texas 78070 
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From: Garry Kramchak <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 10:22 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Garry Kramchak  

gmkramchak@gmail.com  

8542 Dairy View Lane  

Houston, Texas 77072 
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From: Diana Souza <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 10:32 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Diana Souza  

khandoma@gmail.com  

5370 Oram St  

Dallas, Texas 75206 
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From: Timothy Duda <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 10:32 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

Commenting on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and amendment 

per SB 3 and HB 3648) 

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Timothy Duda  

timduda@aol.com  

340 Queen Anne Ct  

San Antonio, Texas 78209-6625 
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From: Reg Mills <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 10:38 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Reg Mills  

reggerm@gmail.com  

3312 Summer Canyon  

Austin, Texas 78732 
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From: Diane Duesterhoeft <info@email.actionnetwork.org>
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To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Diane Duesterhoeft  

dduesterhoeft@gmail.com  

5227 Wildflower Drive  

San Antonio, Texas 78228 
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From: Anna Brindley <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 11:01 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 
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email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Anna Brindley  

agbrindley@yahoo.com  

6614 Aintree circle  

Dallas, Texas 75214 
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From: Thomas Jaudzemis <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 11:16 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 
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Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Thomas Jaudzemis  

tomjdzms@gmail.com  

708 Padre Blvd, Unit #1005, Unit #1005, Unit #1005, Unit #1005  

South Padre Island, Texas 78597 
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From: Dan Lewis <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 6:25 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Railroad Commission of Texas , 

STOP being lazy greedy s  and weatherize everything that should be weatherized!! Pull 

your stupid Trump-sucking heads out!  

I'm way past understanding and tolerating your crimes against The People. 

Dan Lewis  

mediabeing@gmail.com 

HOUSTON, Texas 77014 
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From: Trevor Robinson <trevor@scurrilous.com>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 6:09 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Trevor Robinson  

trevor@scurrilous.com  

1201 Bentwood Rd  

Austin, Texas 78722 
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From: Patrick De La Garza Und Senkel <Patrick_DeLaGarzaUndSenkel@msn.com>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 5:52 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Patrick De La Garza Und Senkel  

Patrick_DeLaGarzaUndSenkel@msn.com  

1901 North 2nd Street, #411  

McAllen, Texas 78501 
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From: Philip Salerno <philips79@comcast.net>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 5:44 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Philip Salerno  

philips79@comcast.net  

5800 Lumberdale Rd Unit 56  

Houston, Texas 77092-1512 
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From: Lisa Stone <lestone@aya.yale.edu>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 5:16 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Lisa Stone  

lestone@aya.yale.edu  

8902 Birdwood Court  

Houston, Texas 77096 
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From: Susan Pascoe <spascoe@grandecom.net>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 5:14 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Susan Pascoe  

spascoe@grandecom.net  

2502 Hartford Rd  

Austin, Texas 78703 
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From: reagan stinson <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 5:14 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

reagan stinson  

stinson.reagan@gmail.com  

9004 Kirk Ln  

North Richland Hills, Texas 76182 
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From: Clive O'Donoghue 

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 8:26 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: Comment on Proposed Critical Infrastructure Rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Dear Railroad Commission of Texas rulemaking, 

 

Texans are counting on you to help ensure that we don’t have a repeat of last February’s deadly winter storm blackouts. 

State lawmakers asked the Railroad Commission to make rules to ensure that the gas supply chain was weatherized to 

function during future storms.  

 

Gas fuel supply problems were the second largest cause of outages, after frozen electric generators. That’s according to 

a recent report by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). The FERC report recommended steps to ensure 

that our natural gas supply is weatherized to survive the next storm. It’s up to you to pass strong rules to make that 

happen. 

 

This current rule proposal allows any operator to simply opt out of weatherizing, even if they normally supply gas to 

electric generators. The Railroad Commission must act to ensure that operators supplying gas to electric generation 

facilities are weatherized.  

 

The proposed rule also encourages operators who aren’t supplying gas to electric generators to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. If electricity shortages and rolling power outages are required to keep the grid stable, facilities that are 

unnecessarily designated as critical infrastructure could actually cause more Texans to go without power.  

 

Please strengthen this rule to avoid a repeat of last winter’s tragedy, in which hundreds died and millions were left 

without power. 

 

Sincerely, 

Clive O'Donoghue 

5 Huntington Cir 

Longview, TX 75601 
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From: Stuart Newberg 

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 8:27 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: Comment on Proposed Critical Infrastructure Rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Dear Railroad Commission of Texas rulemaking, 

 

Texans are counting on you to help ensure that we don’t have a repeat of last February’s deadly winter storm blackouts. 

State lawmakers asked the Railroad Commission to make rules to ensure that the gas supply chain was weatherized to 

function during future storms.  

 

Gas fuel supply problems were the second largest cause of outages, after frozen electric generators. That’s according to 

a recent report by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). The FERC report recommended steps to ensure 

that our natural gas supply is weatherized to survive the next storm. It’s up to you to pass strong rules to make that 

happen. 

 

This current rule proposal allows any operator to simply opt out of weatherizing, even if they normally supply gas to 

electric generators. The Railroad Commission must act to ensure that operators supplying gas to electric generation 

facilities are weatherized.  

 

The proposed rule also encourages operators who aren’t supplying gas to electric generators to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. If electricity shortages and rolling power outages are required to keep the grid stable, facilities that are 

unnecessarily designated as critical infrastructure could actually cause more Texans to go without power.  

 

Please strengthen this rule to avoid a repeat of last winter’s tragedy, in which hundreds died and millions were left 

without power. 

 

Sincerely, 

Stuart Newberg 

7928 W Rim Dr 

Austin, TX 78731 



1

From: Steven Garland 

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 8:36 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: Comment on Proposed Critical Infrastructure Rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Dear Railroad Commission of Texas rulemaking, 

 

Texans are counting on you to help ensure that we don’t have a repeat of last February’s deadly winter storm blackouts. 

State lawmakers asked the Railroad Commission to make rules to ensure that the gas supply chain was weatherized to 

function during future storms.  

 

Gas fuel supply problems were the second largest cause of outages, after frozen electric generators. That’s according to 

a recent report by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). The FERC report recommended steps to ensure 

that our natural gas supply is weatherized to survive the next storm. It’s up to you to pass strong rules to make that 

happen. 

 

This current rule proposal allows any operator to simply opt out of weatherizing, even if they normally supply gas to 

electric generators. The Railroad Commission must act to ensure that operators supplying gas to electric generation 

facilities are weatherized.  

 

The proposed rule also encourages operators who aren’t supplying gas to electric generators to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. If electricity shortages and rolling power outages are required to keep the grid stable, facilities that are 

unnecessarily designated as critical infrastructure could actually cause more Texans to go without power.  

 

Please strengthen this rule to avoid a repeat of last winter’s tragedy, in which hundreds died and millions were left 

without power. 

 

Sincerely, 

Steven Garland 

102 Rainbow Dr # 272 

Livingston, TX 77399 
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From: James Hannan 

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 8:40 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: Comment on Proposed Critical Infrastructure Rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Dear Railroad Commission of Texas rulemaking, 

 

Texans are counting on you to help ensure that we don’t have a repeat of last February’s deadly winter storm blackouts. 

State lawmakers asked the Railroad Commission to make rules to ensure that the gas supply chain was weatherized to 

function during future storms.  

 

Gas fuel supply problems were the second largest cause of outages, after frozen electric generators. That’s according to 

a recent report by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). The FERC report recommended steps to ensure 

that our natural gas supply is weatherized to survive the next storm. It’s up to you to pass strong rules to make that 

happen. 

 

This current rule proposal allows any operator to simply opt out of weatherizing, even if they normally supply gas to 

electric generators. The Railroad Commission must act to ensure that operators supplying gas to electric generation 

facilities are weatherized.  

 

The proposed rule also encourages operators who aren’t supplying gas to electric generators to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. If electricity shortages and rolling power outages are required to keep the grid stable, facilities that are 

unnecessarily designated as critical infrastructure could actually cause more Texans to go without power.  

 

Please strengthen this rule to avoid a repeat of last winter’s tragedy, in which hundreds died and millions were left 

without power. 

 

Sincerely, 

James Hannan 

Porter, TX 77365 



1

From: Tria Shaffer 

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 8:58 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: Comment on Proposed Critical Infrastructure Rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Dear Railroad Commission of Texas rulemaking, 

 

Texans are counting on you to help ensure that we don’t have a repeat of last February’s deadly winter storm blackouts. 

State lawmakers asked the Railroad Commission members to make rules to ensure that the gas supply chain was 

weatherized to function during future storms. You have failed spectacularly.  

 

Gas fuel supply problems were the second largest cause of outages, after frozen electric generators. That’s according to 

a recent report by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). The FERC report recommended steps to ensure 

that our natural gas supply is weatherized to survive the next storm. It’s up to YOU to pass strong rules to make that 

happen and insure that many of us do not die in your next outage. 

 

This current rule proposal allows any operator to simply opt out of weatherizing, even if they normally supply gas to 

electric generators. YOU must act to ensure that operators supplying gas to electric generation facilities are weatherized 

and not allow them to walk away for a mere $150. This would be a joke if it wasn't so deadly serious.  

 

The proposed rule also encourages operators who aren’t supplying gas to electric generators to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. If electricity shortages and rolling power outages are required to keep the grid stable, facilities that are 

unnecessarily designated as critical infrastructure could actually cause more Texans to go without power.  

 

We expect you to strengthen this rule to avoid a repeat of last winter’s tragedy, which is a repeat of 10 years ago, in 

which hundreds died, millions were left without power, and we were left with BILLIONS of dollars worth of damage. This 

is 100% the fault of the RR Commission, the TX legislature, and our Do-Nothing Repuk governor, Abbott. What a bunch 

of retards all of you are! This is NOT ROCKET SCIENCE. We know what needs to be done, so stop bending over for these 

electric and fuel providers and protect us from these killer capitalists. It's called DOING YOUR JOB!!! 

 

Sincerely, 

Tria Shaffer 

15247 Faubion Trl 

Leander, TX 78641 



1

From: Mary Taddiken 

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 8:58 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: Comment on Proposed Critical Infrastructure Rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Dear Railroad Commission of Texas rulemaking, 

 

Texans are counting on you to help ensure that we don’t have a repeat of last February’s deadly winter storm blackouts. 

State lawmakers asked the Railroad Commission to make rules to ensure that the gas supply chain was weatherized to 

function during future storms.  

 

Gas fuel supply problems were the second largest cause of outages, after frozen electric generators. That’s according to 

a recent report by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). The FERC report recommended steps to ensure 

that our natural gas supply is weatherized to survive the next storm. It’s up to you to pass strong rules to make that 

happen. 

 

This current rule proposal allows any operator to simply opt out of weatherizing, even if they normally supply gas to 

electric generators. The Railroad Commission must act to ensure that operators supplying gas to electric generation 

facilities are weatherized.  

Here's a novel idea -- Install solar panels with back up batteries to provide the energy needed to keep the pumps going.  

 

The proposed rule also encourages operators who aren’t supplying gas to electric generators to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. If electricity shortages and rolling power outages are required to keep the grid stable, facilities that are 

unnecessarily designated as critical infrastructure could actually cause more Texans to go without power.  

 

Please strengthen this rule to avoid a repeat of last winter’s tragedy, in which hundreds died and millions were left 

without power. 

 

Sincerely, 

Mary Taddiken 

350 Bee Caves Rd 

Lucas, TX 75002 
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From: Marcos Gonzalez 

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 9:06 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: Comment on Proposed Critical Infrastructure Rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Dear Railroad Commission of Texas rulemaking, 

 

Texans are counting on you to help ensure that we don’t have a repeat of last February’s deadly winter storm blackouts. 

State lawmakers asked the Railroad Commission to make rules to ensure that the gas supply chain was weatherized to 

function during future storms.  

 

Gas fuel supply problems were the second largest cause of outages, after frozen electric generators. That’s according to 

a recent report by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). The FERC report recommended steps to ensure 

that our natural gas supply is weatherized to survive the next storm. It’s up to you to pass strong rules to make that 

happen. 

 

This current rule proposal allows any operator to simply opt out of weatherizing, even if they normally supply gas to 

electric generators. The Railroad Commission must act to ensure that operators supplying gas to electric generation 

facilities are weatherized.  

 

The proposed rule also encourages operators who aren’t supplying gas to electric generators to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. If electricity shortages and rolling power outages are required to keep the grid stable, facilities that are 

unnecessarily designated as critical infrastructure could actually cause more Texans to go without power.  

 

Please strengthen this rule to avoid a repeat of last winter’s tragedy, in which hundreds died and millions were left 

without power. 

 

Sincerely, 

Marcos Gonzalez 

3 Scott Lane 

Del Rio, TX 78840 
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From: Carol Ginn 

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 9:28 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: Comment on Proposed Critical Infrastructure Rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Dear Railroad Commission of Texas rulemaking, 

 

Texans are counting on you to help ensure that we don’t have a repeat of last February’s deadly winter storm blackouts. 

State lawmakers asked the Railroad Commission to make rules to ensure that the gas supply chain was weatherized to 

function during future storms.  

 

Gas fuel supply problems were the second largest cause of outages, after frozen electric generators. That’s according to 

a recent report by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). The FERC report recommended steps to ensure 

that our natural gas supply is weatherized to survive the next storm. It’s up to you to pass strong rules to make that 

happen. 

 

This current rule proposal allows any operator to simply opt out of weatherizing, even if they normally supply gas to 

electric generators. The Railroad Commission must act to ensure that operators supplying gas to electric generation 

facilities are weatherized.  

 

The proposed rule also encourages operators who aren’t supplying gas to electric generators to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. If electricity shortages and rolling power outages are required to keep the grid stable, facilities that are 

unnecessarily designated as critical infrastructure could actually cause more Texans to go without power.  

 

Please strengthen this rule to avoid a repeat of last winter’s tragedy, in which hundreds died and millions were left 

without power. 

 

Sincerely, 

Carol Ginn 

7919 Cavalry Ct 

Austin, TX 78731 
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From: Lisa Silguero 

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 10:07 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: Comment on Proposed Critical Infrastructure Rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Dear Railroad Commission of Texas rulemaking, 

 

Texans are counting on you to help ensure that we DO NOT have a repeat of last February’s deadly winter storm 

blackouts. State lawmakers asked the Railroad Commission to make rules to ENSURE that the gas supply chain was 

weatherized to function during future storms.  

 

Gas fuel supply problems WERE the second largest CAUSE of outages, after FROZEN electric generators. That’s according 

to a recent report by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). The FERC report recommended steps to 

ENSURE that our natural gas supply IS WEATHERIZE to survive the next storm. It’s up to you to PASS STRONG RULES to 

make that happen. 

 

This current rule proposal allows any operator to simply opt out of weatherizing, even if they normally supply gas to 

electric generators. The Railroad Commission MUST act to ENSURE that operators supplying gas to electric generation 

facilities ARE weatherized.  

 

The proposed rule also encourages operators who aren’t supplying gas to electric generators to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. If electricity shortages and rolling power outages are required to keep the grid stable, facilities that are 

unnecessarily designated as critical infrastructure COULD actually cause more Texans to go without power.  

 

Please STRENGTHEN this rule to AVOID a REPEAT of last winter’s tragedy, in which hundreds died and millions were left 

without power. 

 

Sincerely, 

Lisa Silguero 

PO Box 40636 

Austin, TX 78704 
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From: Mary Tomsu 

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 10:55 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: Comment on Proposed Critical Infrastructure Rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Dear Railroad Commission of Texas rulemaking, 

 

Texans are counting on you to help ensure that we don’t have a repeat of last February’s deadly winter storm blackouts. 

State lawmakers asked the Railroad Commission to make rules to ensure that the gas supply chain was weatherized to 

function during future storms.  

 

Gas fuel supply problems were the second largest cause of outages, after frozen electric generators. That’s according to 

a recent report by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). The FERC report recommended steps to ensure 

that our natural gas supply is weatherized to survive the next storm. It’s up to you to pass strong rules to make that 

happen. 

 

This current rule proposal allows any operator to simply opt out of weatherizing, even if they normally supply gas to 

electric generators. The Railroad Commission must act to ensure that operators supplying gas to electric generation 

facilities are weatherized.  

 

The proposed rule also encourages operators who aren’t supplying gas to electric generators to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. If electricity shortages and rolling power outages are required to keep the grid stable, facilities that are 

unnecessarily designated as critical infrastructure could actually cause more Texans to go without power.  

 

Please strengthen this rule to avoid a repeat of last winter’s tragedy, in which hundreds died and millions were left 

without power. 

 

Sincerely, 

Mary Tomsu 

2905 Edgewater Dr 

Austin, TX 78733 
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From: Martha E Kubala 

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 11:04 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: Comment on Proposed Critical Infrastructure Rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Dear Railroad Commission of Texas rulemaking, 

 

Texans are counting on you to help ensure that we don’t have a repeat of last February’s deadly winter storm blackouts. 

State lawmakers asked the Railroad Commission to make rules to ensure that the gas supply chain was weatherized to 

function during future storms.  

 

Gas fuel supply problems were the second largest cause of outages, after frozen electric generators. That’s according to 

a recent report by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). The FERC report recommended steps to ensure 

that our natural gas supply is weatherized to survive the next storm. It’s up to you to pass strong rules to make that 

happen. 

 

This current rule proposal allows any operator to simply opt out of weatherizing, even if they normally supply gas to 

electric generators. The Railroad Commission must act to ensure that operators supplying gas to electric generation 

facilities are weatherized.  

 

The proposed rule also encourages operators who aren’t supplying gas to electric generators to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. If electricity shortages and rolling power outages are required to keep the grid stable, facilities that are 

unnecessarily designated as critical infrastructure could actually cause more Texans to go without power.  

 

Please strengthen this rule to avoid a repeat of last winter’s tragedy, in which hundreds died and millions were left 

without power. 

 

Sincerely, 

Martha E Kubala 

409 

Lakeway, TX 78734 
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From: Liz Wally 

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 11:48 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: Comment on Proposed Critical Infrastructure Rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Dear Railroad Commission of Texas rulemaking, 

 

We Texans are counting on you to help ensure that we don’t have a repeat of last February’s deadly winter storm 

blackouts. It was scary, dangerous, and frightening for me. State lawmakers asked the Railroad Commission to make 

rules to ensure that the gas supply chain was weatherized to function during future storms.  

 

As you know, gas fuel supply problems were the second largest cause of outages, after frozen electric generators. That’s 

according to a recent report by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). The FERC report recommended steps 

to ensure that our natural gas supply is WEATHERIZED to survive the next storm. It’s up to you to pass strong rules to 

make that happen. It didn't happen after the 2011 freeze, did it? 

 

This is what makes no sense! The current rule proposal allows any operator to simply opt out of weatherizing, even if 

they normally supply gas to electric generators. You must act to ENSURE that operators supplying gas to electric 

generation facilities are weatherized.  

 

The proposed rule also encourages operators who aren’t supplying gas to electric generators to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. If electricity shortages and rolling power outages are required to keep the grid stable, facilities that are 

unnecessarily designated as critical infrastructure could actually cause more Texans to go without power. Get this 

figured out! 

 

Please strengthen this rule to avoid a repeat of last winter’s tragedy, in which hundreds died and millions were left 

without power. 

 

Sincerely, 

Liz Wally 

5528 Victor St 

Dallas, TX 75214 
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From: Janice Greenberg 

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 8:22 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: Comment on Proposed Critical Infrastructure Rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Dear Railroad Commission of Texas rulemaking, 

 

Texans are counting on you to help ensure that we don’t have a repeat of last February’s deadly winter storm blackouts. 

State lawmakers asked the Railroad Commission to make rules to ensure that the gas supply chain was weatherized to 

function during future storms.  

 

Gas fuel supply problems were the second largest cause of outages, after frozen electric generators. That’s according to 

a recent report by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). The FERC report recommended steps to ensure 

that our natural gas supply is weatherized to survive the next storm. It’s up to you to pass strong rules to make that 

happen. 

 

This current rule proposal allows any operator to simply opt out of weatherizing, even if they normally supply gas to 

electric generators. The Railroad Commission must act to ensure that operators supplying gas to electric generation 

facilities are weatherized.  

 

The proposed rule also encourages operators who aren’t supplying gas to electric generators to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. If electricity shortages and rolling power outages are required to keep the grid stable, facilities that are 

unnecessarily designated as critical infrastructure could actually cause more Texans to go without power.  

 

Please strengthen this rule to avoid a repeat of last winter’s tragedy, in which hundreds died and millions were left 

without power. 

 

Sincerely, 

Janice Greenberg 

2163 Lima Loop 

Laredo, TX 78045 
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From: Irene Konig 

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 10:20 AM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: Comments from Irene Konig

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Dear Staff, I wanted to comment on the future of the winters in Texas in the next several years. Although I have lived here 
since 1976, I have never encountered such a prolonged freeze and such a prolonged power outage as I did during this 
Snowpocalypse. I am much older now, and on the slim side, so I don't generate a lot of heat personally. I normally do 
okay dressed at 75 degrees. I have an electric stove which I have used for many years. I am by myself.  
 
That first night as darkness fell, a major sense of dread came over me, and even though I was layered with clothing and 
even though I was wearing a very old fur coat, I could not get warm. I felt that if I stayed here alone, I might not wake up in 
the morning. I called my daughter and my son in law drove down to get me. I was lucky. But by the time we got to Round 
Rock, their power was gone as well. They also have an electric stove. So there was no help there. I slept on their couch, 
covered over with many layers, and it was so cold in there that I wore the face mask to guard my face when I was 
sleeping.  
 
The following day my son in law started calling all the people he knew who might have a place for the three of us and who 
might not have Covid.. It came down to which was a worse possibility, getting Covid or dying of hypothermia.  
 
I am thinking of paying the hundreds of dollars to get a new gas stove even though my electric one works fine. I am 
looking to see how I could save myself with a repeat of this. There aren't any really good options.  
 
I know that there exists a loophole in this proposed law where a power company can pay $125 and say they are non 
essential and not have to winterize. I feel that that loophole should not exist. Several hundred people died due to 
hypothermia across the State, during the Freeze. In my way of thinking, every power source should be winterized and 
ready. We all have been good customers for all these years, and we shouldn't have to go through this again, and maybe 
lose our lives in the process.  Thanks. 
 
  So many people in my communities feel this way but they have not gone through all these steps to comment. Many don't 
know that this is available. It would be good to have a Public Service Announcement to let people have a phone number 
to call, a one step process. Meanwhile, time is growing short and the weather is changing, and the cold will be here pretty 
soon. Will Texas be ready ? Irene  
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From: pdougmc@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of DOUGLAS M PIERRE 

<pdougmc@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 4:35 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: Comments on 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (New rule and amendment per SB 3 and HB 

3648)

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk 

 

Dear Texas Railroad Commission, 

 

After last winter's storms, the Texas legislature required  the Railroad Commission and the PUC to assure that the gas 

wells, pipelines and generating plants were winterized so that we don't face another big blackout.   A recent FERC 

investigation noted that gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages, other than electric generator 

freezing issues. It’s critical that all the gas wells, pipelines, and parts of the gas supply chain are prepared to operate in 

winter storms. 

 

This is serious. Hundreds of people died as a result of power outages in February, and the disaster cost Texans hundreds 

of billions of dollars in damages. We are counting on the railroad commission to provide strong rules and strict oversight 

to make sure this doesn’t happen again. 

 

One of the key failures identified after the storm was that the gas compressors had failed to identify themselves as 

critical infrastructure that should not be turned off in a rolling blackout  by  the electric utilities that serve them. The 

RRCs current proposed rule language allows any operator to opt-out of "critical infrastructure" designation. Any 

operator that opts out will not be required to weatherize. I want to see all operators that supply gas to electric 

generation facilities classified as critical infrastructure. 

 

The proposed rule also only applies to gas facilities that receive power from the grid. Many gas wells are not connected 

to the grid but are still an important part of the fuel supply chain. All gas facilities that supply electric generators need to 

be weatherized. 

 

Sincerely, 

DOUGLAS M PIERRE 

5207 Nodaway Ln  Spring, TX 77379-8048 

pdougmc@gmail.com 
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From: chawn@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Charlie Hawn 

<chawn@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 4:00 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: Comments on 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (New rule and amendment per SB 3 and HB 

3648)

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk 

 

Dear Texas Railroad Commission, 

 

After last winter's storms, the Texas legislature required  the Railroad Commission and the PUC to assure that the gas 

wells, pipelines and generating plants were winterized so that we don't face another big blackout.   A recent FERC 

investigation noted that gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages, other than electric generator 

freezing issues. It’s critical that all the gas wells, pipelines, and parts of the gas supply chain are prepared to operate in 

winter storms. 

 

This is serious. Hundreds of people died as a result of power outages in February, and the disaster cost Texans hundreds 

of billions of dollars in damages. We are counting on the railroad commission to provide strong rules and strict oversight 

to make sure this doesn’t happen again. 

 

One of the key failures identified after the storm was that the gas compressors had failed to identify themselves as 

critical infrastructure that should not be turned off in a rolling blackout  by  the electric utilities that serve them. The 

RRCs current proposed rule language allows any operator to opt-out of "critical infrastructure" designation. Any 

operator that opts out will not be required to weatherize. I want to see all operators that supply gas to electric 

generation facilities classified as critical infrastructure. 

 

The proposed rule also only applies to gas facilities that receive power from the grid. Many gas wells are not connected 

to the grid but are still an important part of the fuel supply chain. All gas facilities that supply electric generators need to 

be weatherized. 

 

Sincerely, 

Charlie Hawn 

PO Box 549  Athens, TX 75751-0549 

chawn@ymail.com 
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From: dermdoch@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of James Herndon 

<dermdoch@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 3:18 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: Comments on 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (New rule and amendment per SB 3 and HB 

3648)

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk 

 

Dear Texas Railroad Commission, 

 

After last winter's storms, the Texas legislature required  the Railroad Commission and the PUC to assure that the gas 

wells, pipelines and generating plants were winterized so that we don't face another big blackout.   A recent FERC 

investigation noted that gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages, other than electric generator 

freezing issues. It’s critical that all the gas wells, pipelines, and parts of the gas supply chain are prepared to operate in 

winter storms. 

 

This is serious. Hundreds of people died as a result of power outages in February, and the disaster cost Texans hundreds 

of billions of dollars in damages. We are counting on the railroad commission to provide strong rules and strict oversight 

to make sure this doesn’t happen again. 

 

One of the key failures identified after the storm was that the gas compressors had failed to identify themselves as 

critical infrastructure that should not be turned off in a rolling blackout  by  the electric utilities that serve them. The 

RRCs current proposed rule language allows any operator to opt-out of "critical infrastructure" designation. Any 

operator that opts out will not be required to weatherize. I want to see all operators that supply gas to electric 

generation facilities classified as critical infrastructure. 

 

The proposed rule also only applies to gas facilities that receive power from the grid. Many gas wells are not connected 

to the grid but are still an important part of the fuel supply chain. All gas facilities that supply electric generators need to 

be weatherized. 

 

A well-run, just society must have firm rules that insure citizens access not only to food, clothing, and shelter, but to 

protection from the elements, from extremes of climate, and from self-dealing by regulators that would deny citizens 

such access. Texas is rapidly becoming known for levels of social injustice prevalent in many authoritarian societies. 

Responsible residents must protest. 

 

Sincerely, 

James Herndon 

12673 Sunlight Dr  Dallas, TX 75230-1855 dermdoch@earthlink.net 
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From: alvahouse39@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Alva House <alvahouse39

@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 2:54 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: Comments on 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (New rule and amendment per SB 3 and HB 

3648)

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk 

 

Dear Texas Railroad Commission, 

 

After last winter's storms, the Texas legislature required  the Railroad Commission and the PUC to assure that the gas 

wells, pipelines and generating plants were winterized so that we don't face another big blackout.   A recent FERC 

investigation noted that gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages, other than electric generator 

freezing issues. It’s critical that all the gas wells, pipelines, and parts of the gas supply chain are prepared to operate in 

winter storms. 

 

This is serious. Hundreds of people died as a result of power outages in February, and the disaster cost Texans hundreds 

of billions of dollars in damages. We are counting on the railroad commission to provide strong rules and strict oversight 

to make sure this doesn’t happen again. 

 

One of the key failures identified after the storm was that the gas compressors had failed to identify themselves as 

critical infrastructure that should not be turned off in a rolling blackout  by  the electric utilities that serve them. The 

RRCs current proposed rule language allows any operator to opt-out of "critical infrastructure" designation. Any 

operator that opts out will not be required to weatherize. I want to see all operators that supply gas to electric 

generation facilities classified as critical infrastructure. 

 

The proposed rule also only applies to gas facilities that receive power from the grid. Many gas wells are not connected 

to the grid but are still an important part of the fuel supply chain. All gas facilities that supply electric generators need to 

be weatherized. 

 

Sincerely, 

Alva House 

720 Crooked Creek Rd  Edgewood, TX 75117-3308 alvahouse39@gmail.com 
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From: marsha121315@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Marsha Hileman <marsha121315

@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 2:52 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: Comments on 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (New rule and amendment per SB 3 and HB 

3648)

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk 

 

Dear Texas Railroad Commission, 

 

After last winter's storms, the Texas legislature required  the Railroad Commission and the PUC to assure that the gas 

wells, pipelines and generating plants were winterized so that we don't face another big blackout.   A recent FERC 

investigation noted that gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages, other than electric generator 

freezing issues. It’s critical that all the gas wells, pipelines, and parts of the gas supply chain are prepared to operate in 

winter storms. 

 

This is serious. Hundreds of people died as a result of power outages in February, and the disaster cost Texans hundreds 

of billions of dollars in damages. We are counting on the railroad commission to provide strong rules and strict oversight 

to make sure this doesn’t happen again. 

 

One of the key failures identified after the storm was that the gas compressors had failed to identify themselves as 

critical infrastructure that should not be turned off in a rolling blackout  by  the electric utilities that serve them. The 

RRCs current proposed rule language allows any operator to opt-out of "critical infrastructure" designation. Any 

operator that opts out will not be required to weatherize. I want to see all operators that supply gas to electric 

generation facilities classified as critical infrastructure. 

 

The proposed rule also only applies to gas facilities that receive power from the grid. Many gas wells are not connected 

to the grid but are still an important part of the fuel supply chain. All gas facilities that supply electric generators need to 

be weatherized. 

 

Sincerely, 

Marsha Hileman 

1301  Lucas, TX 75002 

marsha121315@gmail.com 
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From: adhernag@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Adriana Hernandez 

<adhernag@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 2:44 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: Comments on 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (New rule and amendment per SB 3 and HB 

3648)

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk 

 

Dear Texas Railroad Commission, 

 

After last winter's storms, the Texas legislature required  the Railroad Commission and the PUC to assure that the gas 

wells, pipelines and generating plants were winterized so that we don't face another big blackout.   A recent FERC 

investigation noted that gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages, other than electric generator 

freezing issues. It’s critical that all the gas wells, pipelines, and parts of the gas supply chain are prepared to operate in 

winter storms. 

 

This is serious. Hundreds of people died as a result of power outages in February, and the disaster cost Texans hundreds 

of billions of dollars in damages. We are counting on the railroad commission to provide strong rules and strict oversight 

to make sure this doesn’t happen again. 

 

One of the key failures identified after the storm was that the gas compressors had failed to identify themselves as 

critical infrastructure that should not be turned off in a rolling blackout  by  the electric utilities that serve them. The 

RRCs current proposed rule language allows any operator to opt-out of "critical infrastructure" designation. Any 

operator that opts out will not be required to weatherize. I want to see all operators that supply gas to electric 

generation facilities classified as critical infrastructure. 

 

The proposed rule also only applies to gas facilities that receive power from the grid. Many gas wells are not connected 

to the grid but are still an important part of the fuel supply chain. All gas facilities that supply electric generators need to 

be weatherized. 

 

Sincerely, 

Adriana Hernandez 

127 E Riverside Dr  Austin, TX 78704-1270 adhernag@gmail.com 
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From: andrew.c.mcneely@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Andrew McNeely 

<andrew.c.mcneely@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 2:10 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: Comments on 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (New rule and amendment per SB 3 and HB 

3648)

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk 

 

Dear Texas Railroad Commission, 

 

Farmers' Almanac predicted Texas' terrible winter storm. Another one is forecast for 2022 

(https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.chron.com%2Fweather%2Farticle%2Ffarm

ers-almanac-winter-2022-texas-snow-ice-storm-

16364738.php&amp;data=04%7C01%7Crulescoordinator%40rrc.texas.gov%7Cab5021a0e56a4422edee08d99334047d%

7Ca3b01f75ff4a40019d689ba9ec5ea0bc%7C0%7C1%7C637703424668136906%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjo

iMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&amp;sdata=oAe0Uwp3j65JinRmpdO0P

44aumUSWZf8jlHOTnjZ2Sw%3D&amp;reserved=0) 

 

After last winter's storms, the Texas legislature required  the Railroad Commission and the PUC to assure that the gas 

wells, pipelines and generating plants were winterized so that we don't face another big blackout.   A recent FERC 

investigation noted that gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages, other than electric generator 

freezing issues. It’s critical that all the gas wells, pipelines, and parts of the gas supply chain are prepared to operate in 

winter storms. 

 

This is serious. Hundreds of people died as a result of power outages in February, and the disaster cost Texans hundreds 

of billions of dollars in damages. We are counting on the railroad commission to provide strong rules and strict oversight 

to make sure this doesn’t happen again. 

 

One of the key failures identified after the storm was that the gas compressors had failed to identify themselves as 

critical infrastructure that should not be turned off in a rolling blackout  by  the electric utilities that serve them. The 

RRCs current proposed rule language allows any operator to opt-out of "critical infrastructure" designation. Any 

operator that opts out will not be required to weatherize. I want to see all operators that supply gas to electric 

generation facilities classified as critical infrastructure. 

 

The proposed rule also only applies to gas facilities that receive power from the grid. Many gas wells are not connected 

to the grid but are still an important part of the fuel supply chain. All gas facilities that supply electric generators need to 

be weatherized. 

 

Sincerely, 

Andrew McNeely 

2703 Colony Hills Dr  Bryan, TX 77808-5214 andrew.c.mcneely@gmail.com 



1

From: miranda.r.peterson@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Miranda Peterson 

<miranda.r.peterson@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 1:57 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: Comments on 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (New rule and amendment per SB 3 and HB 

3648)

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk 

 

Dear Texas Railroad Commission, 

 

After last winter's storms, the Texas legislature required  the Railroad Commission and the PUC to assure that the gas 

wells, pipelines and generating plants were winterized so that we don't face another big blackout.   A recent FERC 

investigation noted that gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages, other than electric generator 

freezing issues. It’s critical that all the gas wells, pipelines, and parts of the gas supply chain are prepared to operate in 

winter storms. 

 

This is serious. Hundreds of people died as a result of power outages in February, and the disaster cost Texans hundreds 

of billions of dollars in damages. We are counting on the railroad commission to provide strong rules and strict oversight 

to make sure this doesn’t happen again. 

 

One of the key failures identified after the storm was that the gas compressors had failed to identify themselves as 

critical infrastructure that should not be turned off in a rolling blackout  by  the electric utilities that serve them. The 

RRCs current proposed rule language allows any operator to opt-out of "critical infrastructure" designation. Any 

operator that opts out will not be required to weatherize. I want to see all operators that supply gas to electric 

generation facilities classified as critical infrastructure. 

 

The proposed rule also only applies to gas facilities that receive power from the grid. Many gas wells are not connected 

to the grid but are still an important part of the fuel supply chain. All gas facilities that supply electric generators need to 

be weatherized. 

 

Sincerely, 

Miranda Peterson 

1601 Holleman Dr  College Station, TX 77840-3244 miranda.r.peterson@gmail.com 
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From: stephenmwyman@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Stephen Wyman 

<stephenmwyman@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 1:36 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: Comments on 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (New rule and amendment per SB 3 and HB 

3648)

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk 

 

Dear Texas Railroad Commission, 

 

After last winter's storms, the Texas legislature required  the Railroad Commission and the PUC to assure that the gas 

wells, pipelines and generating plants were winterized so that we don't face another big blackout.   A recent FERC 

investigation noted that gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages, other than electric generator 

freezing issues. It’s critical that all the gas wells, pipelines, and parts of the gas supply chain are prepared to operate in 

winter storms. 

 

This is serious. Hundreds of people died as a result of power outages in February, and the disaster cost Texans hundreds 

of billions of dollars in damages. We are counting on the railroad commission to provide strong rules and strict oversight 

to make sure this doesn’t happen again. 

 

One of the key failures identified after the storm was that the gas compressors had failed to identify themselves as 

critical infrastructure that should not be turned off in a rolling blackout  by  the electric utilities that serve them. The 

RRCs current proposed rule language allows any operator to opt-out of "critical infrastructure" designation. Any 

operator that opts out will not be required to weatherize. I want to see all operators that supply gas to electric 

generation facilities classified as critical infrastructure. 

 

The proposed rule also only applies to gas facilities that receive power from the grid. Many gas wells are not connected 

to the grid but are still an important part of the fuel supply chain. All gas facilities that supply electric generators need to 

be weatherized. 

 

Sincerely, 

Stephen Wyman 

224 Landons Way  Georgetown, TX 78633-4362 stephenmwyman@wymanusa.org 
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From: bakerchristy@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Christy Baker 

<bakerchristy@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 12:05 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: Comments on 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (New rule and amendment per SB 3 and HB 

3648)

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk 

 

Dear Texas Railroad Commission, 

 

After last winter's storms, the Texas legislature required  the Railroad Commission and the PUC to assure that the gas 

wells, pipelines and generating plants were winterized so that we don't face another big blackout.   A recent FERC 

investigation noted that gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages, other than electric generator 

freezing issues. It’s critical that all the gas wells, pipelines, and parts of the gas supply chain are prepared to operate in 

winter storms. 

 

This is serious. Hundreds of people died as a result of power outages in February, and the disaster cost Texans hundreds 

of billions of dollars in damages. We are counting on the railroad commission to provide strong rules and strict oversight 

to make sure this doesn’t happen again. 

 

One of the key failures identified after the storm was that the gas compressors had failed to identify themselves as 

critical infrastructure that should not be turned off in a rolling blackout  by  the electric utilities that serve them. The 

RRCs current proposed rule language allows any operator to opt-out of "critical infrastructure" designation. Any 

operator that opts out will not be required to weatherize. I want to see all operators that supply gas to electric 

generation facilities classified as critical infrastructure. 

 

The proposed rule also only applies to gas facilities that receive power from the grid. Many gas wells are not connected 

to the grid but are still an important part of the fuel supply chain. All gas facilities that supply electric generators need to 

be weatherized. 

 

Sincerely, 

Christy Baker 

801 W Gilbert St  Henrietta, TX 76365-2605 bakerchristy@gmail.com 
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From: jackie@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Jackie Demarais 

<jackie@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 10:38 AM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: Comments on 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (New rule and amendment per SB 3 and HB 

3648)

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk 

 

Dear Texas Railroad Commission, 

 

After last winter's storms, the Texas legislature required  the Railroad Commission and the PUC to assure that the gas 

wells, pipelines and generating plants were winterized so that we don't face another big blackout.   A recent FERC 

investigation noted that gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages, other than electric generator 

freezing issues. It’s critical that all the gas wells, pipelines, and parts of the gas supply chain are prepared to operate in 

winter storms. 

 

This is serious. Hundreds of people died as a result of power outages in February, and the disaster cost Texans hundreds 

of billions of dollars in damages. We are counting on the railroad commission to provide strong rules and strict oversight 

to make sure this doesn’t happen again. 

 

One of the key failures identified after the storm was that the gas compressors had failed to identify themselves as 

critical infrastructure that should not be turned off in a rolling blackout  by  the electric utilities that serve them. The 

RRCs current proposed rule language allows any operator to opt-out of "critical infrastructure" designation. Any 

operator that opts out will not be required to weatherize. I want to see all operators that supply gas to electric 

generation facilities classified as critical infrastructure. 

 

The proposed rule also only applies to gas facilities that receive power from the grid. Many gas wells are not connected 

to the grid but are still an important part of the fuel supply chain. All gas facilities that supply electric generators need to 

be weatherized. 

 

Sincerely, 

Jackie Demarais 

15950 Mcelroy Rd  Whitehouse, TX 75791-8335 jackie@suddenlink.net 
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From: kathrynfhillis@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Kathryn Hillis 

<kathrynfhillis@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 9:31 AM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: Comments on 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (New rule and amendment per SB 3 and HB 

3648)

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk 

 

Dear Texas Railroad Commission, 

 

After last winter's storms, the Texas legislature required  the Railroad Commission and the PUC to assure that the gas 

wells, pipelines and generating plants were winterized so that we don't face another big blackout.   A recent FERC 

investigation noted that gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages, other than electric generator 

freezing issues. It’s critical that all the gas wells, pipelines, and parts of the gas supply chain are prepared to operate in 

winter storms. 

 

This is serious. Hundreds of people died as a result of power outages in February, and the disaster cost Texans hundreds 

of billions of dollars in damages. We are counting on the railroad commission to provide strong rules and strict oversight 

to make sure this doesn’t happen again. 

 

One of the key failures identified after the storm was that the gas compressors had failed to identify themselves as 

critical infrastructure that should not be turned off in a rolling blackout  by  the electric utilities that serve them. The 

RRCs current proposed rule language allows any operator to opt-out of "critical infrastructure" designation. Any 

operator that opts out will not be required to weatherize. I want to see all operators that supply gas to electric 

generation facilities classified as critical infrastructure. 

 

The proposed rule also only applies to gas facilities that receive power from the grid. Many gas wells are not connected 

to the grid but are still an important part of the fuel supply chain. All gas facilities that supply electric generators need to 

be weatherized. 

 

Sincerely, 

Kathryn Hillis 

4825 Viking Dr  Houston, TX 77092-4336 

kathrynfhillis@gmail.com 
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From: mawheels2002@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Victoria Wheeler <mawheels2002

@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 6:28 AM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: Comments on 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (New rule and amendment per SB 3 and HB 

3648)

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk 

 

Dear Texas Railroad Commission, 

 

After last winter's storms, the Texas legislature required  the Railroad Commission and the PUC to assure that the gas 

wells, pipelines and generating plants were winterized so that we don't face another big blackout.   A recent FERC 

investigation noted that gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages, other than electric generator 

freezing issues. It’s critical that all the gas wells, pipelines, and parts of the gas supply chain are prepared to operate in 

winter storms. 

 

This is serious. Hundreds of people died as a result of power outages in February, and the disaster cost Texans hundreds 

of billions of dollars in damages. We are counting on the railroad commission to provide strong rules and strict oversight 

to make sure this doesn’t happen again. 

 

One of the key failures identified after the storm was that the gas compressors had failed to identify themselves as 

critical infrastructure that should not be turned off in a rolling blackout  by  the electric utilities that serve them. The 

RRCs current proposed rule language allows any operator to opt-out of "critical infrastructure" designation. Any 

operator that opts out will not be required to weatherize. I want to see all operators that supply gas to electric 

generation facilities classified as critical infrastructure. 

 

The proposed rule also only applies to gas facilities that receive power from the grid. Many gas wells are not connected 

to the grid but are still an important part of the fuel supply chain. All gas facilities that supply electric generators need to 

be weatherized. 

STOP PLAYING POLITICS WITH PEOPLES LIVES 

 

Sincerely, 

Victoria Wheeler 

103 Sunrise Ct  Victoria, TX 77901-3788 

mawheels2002@yahoo.com 
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From: jtuckergeo@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of James Tucker 

<jtuckergeo@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 12:13 AM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: Comments on 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (New rule and amendment per SB 3 and HB 

3648)

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk 

 

Dear Texas Railroad Commission, 

 

If we think a steady petroleum supply is a public good, then the RRC has the obligation dto require operators to ensure 

that the wells and other infrastructure can deliver in all weather. 

 

After last winter's storms, the Texas legislature required  the Railroad Commission and the PUC to assure that the gas 

wells, pipelines and generating plants were winterized so that we don't face another big blackout.   A recent FERC 

investigation noted that gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages, other than electric generator 

freezing issues. It’s critical that all the gas wells, pipelines, and parts of the gas supply chain are prepared to operate in 

winter storms. 

 

This is serious. Hundreds of people died as a result of power outages in February, and the disaster cost Texans hundreds 

of billions of dollars in damages. We are counting on the railroad commission to provide strong rules and strict oversight 

to make sure this doesn’t happen again. 

 

One of the key failures identified after the storm was that the gas compressors had failed to identify themselves as 

critical infrastructure that should not be turned off in a rolling blackout  by  the electric utilities that serve them. The 

RRCs current proposed rule language allows any operator to opt-out of "critical infrastructure" designation. Any 

operator that opts out will not be required to weatherize. I want to see all operators that supply gas to electric 

generation facilities classified as critical infrastructure. 

 

The proposed rule also only applies to gas facilities that receive power from the grid. Many gas wells are not connected 

to the grid but are still an important part of the fuel supply chain. All gas facilities that supply electric generators need to 

be weatherized. 

 

Sincerely, 

James Tucker 

507 Welch St  Houston, TX 77006-2125 

jtuckergeo@aol.com 
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From: jkeller@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of John Keller 

<jkeller@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 4:41 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: Comments on 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (New rule and amendment per SB 3 and HB 

3648)

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk 

 

Dear Texas Railroad Commission, 

 

After last winter's storms, the Texas legislature required  the Railroad Commission and the PUC to assure that the gas 

wells, pipelines and generating plants were winterized so that we don't face another big blackout.   A recent FERC 

investigation noted that gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages, other than electric generator 

freezing issues. It’s critical that all the gas wells, pipelines, and parts of the gas supply chain are prepared to operate in 

winter storms. 

 

This is serious. Hundreds of people died as a result of power outages in February, and the disaster cost Texans hundreds 

of billions of dollars in damages. We are counting on the railroad commission to provide strong rules and strict oversight 

to make sure this doesn’t happen again. 

 

One of the key failures identified after the storm was that the gas compressors had failed to identify themselves as 

critical infrastructure that should not be turned off in a rolling blackout  by  the electric utilities that serve them. The 

RRCs current proposed rule language allows any operator to opt-out of "critical infrastructure" designation. Any 

operator that opts out will not be required to weatherize. I want to see all operators that supply gas to electric 

generation facilities classified as critical infrastructure. 

 

The proposed rule also only applies to gas facilities that receive power from the grid. Many gas wells are not connected 

to the grid but are still an important part of the fuel supply chain. All gas facilities that supply electric generators need to 

be weatherized. 

 

Sincerely, 

John Keller 

2203 Wimbledon Dr  Arlington, TX 76017-3727 jkeller@sbcglobal.net 
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From: brenda bubert 

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 5:19 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: Weatherizing power facilities 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk 

 

Just writing to plead that you try to help do anything to prevent a reoccurrence of last spring.   I am 75 and went 4 days 

with no power.  Several elderly in our state died to exposure, please help the residents of Texas.   I worked 52 years 

before retirement and need electricity to the home I struggled to purchase. 

 

Respectfully 

Brenda Bubert 

Austin Texas 

 

Sent from my iPhone 
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From: Sharyn Hights <info@email.actionnetwork.org>

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2021 5:14 PM

To: Rules Coordinator

Subject: 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 - Comment on weatherization rule

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Railroad Commission of Texas. Do NOT click links or open 

attachments from unknown sources without first confirming the message is legitimate. If you believe this to be a 

malicious and/or phishing email, please contact the ITS Help Desk at 512-463-7229. Do not respond to or forward the 

email, click on any links or open any attachments without guidance from the Help Desk  

Railroad Commission of Texas , 

I am writing to comment on the proposed rule for 16 TAC §3.65 and §3.107 (new rule and 

amendment per SB 3 and HB 3648).  

This February, Winter Storm Uri caused massive power outages across Texas that led to 

hundreds of deaths and estimated damages of up to $295 billion - making it the costliest 

natural disaster in Texas history. A preliminary assessment by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) found that 

natural gas fuel supply issues were the second largest cause of outages and derates at 

electric generators, other than electric generator freezing issues. 

After the 2011 winter power outages, FERC and NERC released a similar report 

recommending winterization strategies for the natural gas supply chain. The RRC did not 

issue any rulemakings to weatherize the natural gas supply chain. Please don’t make the 

same mistakes again. 

The proposed critical infrastructure rulemaking leaves Texans vulnerable to more widespread 

power outages, deaths, and billions in damages. First, the rule draft would allow any operator 

to apply for an exception to “critical infrastructure” designation. The rule does not specify any 

criteria that would allow the railroad to reject an application for an exception. This is extremely 

important, because facilities that are not designated as critical infrastructure will not be 

required to comply with future weatherization rules. 
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Next, the rule seems to apply only to natural gas facilities that are connected to the grid. 

Many natural gas wells are not connected to power from the grid, but are still necessary fuel 

sources for the gas supply chain. Facilities that are not connected to the grid, but are 

supplying electric generators should still be considered critical so that they will be subject to 

future weatherization requirements. 

The proposed rule is also problematic because it allows any natural gas facility to be 

designated as critical, even if it doesn’t supply gas to an electric generator. This could result 

in more Texas residents being left without power when demand exceeds supply because 

utilities will prioritize critical infrastructure. Many utilities were already unable to rotate power 

outages during Winter Storm Uri. The Commission needs to map the natural gas supply chain 

to determine which facilities are actually critical and therefor need to be prioritized. As it 

stands, this rule could result in limited electricity supply being provided to non-critical industry 

improperly designated as critical. 

Finally, Senate Bill 3 presented challenges for the RRC because it requires facilities to be 

prepared to operate in a weather emergency in order to be designated as critical 

infrastructure. However, facilities that aren’t designated as critical will never be required to 

follow the RRC’s weatherization rule. The RRC’s impractical interpretation of SB 3 leaves 

Texans vulnerable. Please consider a phased approach to ensure that all gas facilities that 

supply fuel to electric generators are required to be considered as critical infrastructure and 

are held accountable to future weatherization rules. 

Don’t make critical infrastructure designation and weatherization rules optional. Texans are 

counting on the RRC to ensure grid reliability by finalizing meaningful gas supply chain 

weatherization rules. 

Sharyn Hights  

sharynhights@yahoo.com  

8200 Micron Dr Apt 602  

San Antonio TX, Texas 78251-2493 

 

  

 

 




